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Abstract

This study examines the ruling on the slaughtered meat (dhabihah) of the People of the Book (ahl al-kitab)
through a Qur’anic lens. It argues that the Qur’anic designation "People of the Book," together with its
attendant rulings on food and intermarriage, remains in force for Jews and Christians despite the
descriptions of disbelief (kufr) or associationism (shirk) applied to some of them in the Qur’an; for these
descriptions concern the creedal judgment on what they innovated and denied, and do not entail abolishing
the legal designation or its consequent rulings in the domain of transactions. The study affirms the juristic
consensus on the basic permissibility of their slaughter per Q 5:5, locates the recorded disagreement in
subsidiary cases (invoking a name other than Allah, the Christians of Banii Taghlib, the fats forbidden to
Jews), and distinguishes two independent conditions: the slaughterer's eligibility, and the validity of the act
of slaughter itself, the latter grounded in Q 5:3 ("except what you have slaughtered"). It then applies the
ruling to the United States through the juristic principle of predominance (al-ghalib) and the jurisprudence
of blocking and opening the means (sadd and fath al-dhara’i‘), reviewing the U.S. Humane Methods of
Slaughter Act (1958/1978) and its religious-slaughter exemption. It concludes with practical guidelines and
institutional recommendations for Muslim minorities in the West.

Keywords: People of the Book; lawful slaughter (tadhkiyah); figh of minorities; principle of predominance;
blocking the means (sadd al-dhara’i‘); United States.
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